CHAPTER XI
THE LETTER TO SILVIO SAVELLI
BY September I5th Cesare was back in Rome, the
richer in renown, in French favour,, and in a mat-
ter of forty thousand ducats, which is estimated as the
total of the sums paid him by France and Spain for
the support which his condotta had afforded them.
During his absence two important events had taken
place: the betrothal of his widowed sister Lucrezia to
Alfonso d* Este, son of Duke Ercole of Ferrara, and
the publication of the Bull of excommunication (of
August 20th) against the Savelli and Colonna in con-
sideration of all that they had wrought against the
Holy See from the pontificate of Sixtus IV to the pres-
ent time. By virtue of that Bull the Pope ordered the
confiscation of the possessions of the excommunicated
families, whilst the Caetani suffered in like manner at
the same time.
These possessions were divided into two parts, and
by the Bull of September iyth they were bestowed,
one upon Lucrezia's boy Roderigo, and with it the
title of Duke of Sermoneta; the other to a child, Gio-
vanni Borgia (who is made something of a mystery)
with the tide of Duke of Nepi and Palestrina.
The entire proceeding is undoubtedly open to grave
censure, since the distribution of the confiscated fiefs
subjects to impeachment the purity of the motives
prompting their confiscation. It was on the part of
19